BETHEL BEACON
2521 Pass Road, Biloxi, MS 39531
Email: bethellutheran@gmail.com

Phone: (228)388-1226
Web: www.bethelelca.com

Spreading the message of God’s grace to all
Office hours: Mon-Thurs 9am – 1pm
Serving Others, Engaging the World,
Making disciples for Jesus

Health and Safety Updates
Wearing masks is optional depending on attendees’ comfort level.
Please continue to keep physical touching to a minimum, so please drop your offering envelopes in
the plate on the small table in front of the altar.
Bulletins will also be on the small table at the entrance.
We are now serving holy communion with wafers and individual glasses in a continuous single line.
The pastor and assisting minister will serve you with gloved hands and masks. Please keep some
distance from the person in front of you as you come forward in the center aisle.

NEED TO CONTACT PASTOR
Pastor Pat Thompson
Email: rpatrickthompson@gmail.com
Tues, Weds, and Thurs from 9am to 1pm
It is best to call ahead to ensure he will be here. Scheduling an appointment to meet is preferred.
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Observance, based on our understanding that this country was birthed in prayer and in reverence
for the God of the Bible.

Reflections from the pastor

Posterity will serve him; future generations will be told about the Lord and proclaim his
deliverance to a people yet unborn. Saying that he has done it. Ps 22:30-31
When Jesus hung on the cross, he called out to his disciples to remember the Psalm we now
know of as Psalm 22 which begins with “My God, My God why have you forsaken me” and
ends with the verse above. Jesus wanted the disciples and all who could hear him to remember
that even though life is dark and foreboding at that moment God will save us from perishing. In
fact, the psalmist says we shall proclaim God’s name (character) for all generations. It is
always interesting that we can spend hours talking about a ball game or fishing trip and can’t
find the words to share how God through Bethel has changed our life. We don’t need flowery
words to describe what God has done. We don’t need a theology degree to talk about how God
has delivered us. When Jesus speaks it is from the heart not an academic exercise. If we want to
make disciples for Jesus then we must first be disciples ourself. In order for others to come to
Christ we must be willing and able to tell our own story. I believe people are hungry to hear the
Word and for a place to belong. We must tell our story.

Pastor Pat

GETTING INVOLVED WITH OUR MINISTRY

Music in the form of singing solo, duets, instrumentals, or combinations.
Please share your time and talent
If you feel called to serve God at Bethel, please let Pastor Pat know.

Date

Event

Time

6/5 Sun

Day of Pentecost
Worship - Solo Artist: Hutson Rollins singing

10:30am

6/7
Tuesday

Busy Bee quilters. All are welcome. Refreshments
served.
N A meeting
Worship Committee meeting
Bible study. Hostess Cynthia Chatham will serve
refreshments.
Church Council meeting

9am-noon

The Holy Trinity
Worship
Busy Bee quilters. All are welcome. Refreshments
served.
N A meeting
Men’s work day Great fellowship for all men

10:30am

Worship
Fathers Day! Ice cream social to follow service.
Beacon Deadline

10:30am

Busy Bee quilters…all are welcome. Refreshments
served.
N A meeting
Worship

9am-noon

Busy Bee quilters…. All are welcome. Refreshments
served.
N A meeting

9am-noon

6/8
Wednesday
6/9
Thursday
6/12
Sunday
6/14
Tuesday
6/18
Saturday
6/19
Sunday
6/20
Monday
6/21
Tuesday
6/26
Sunday
6/28
Tuesday

7pm
10 am
2pm-3:30
6:30pm

9am-noon
7pm
9:00am

7 pm
10:30 am

7pm

All are invited
Sharon’s daughter, Julie, is having “Open House” for Sharon Barnes 80th
birthday. It will be on Saturday June 25th from 1-4pm at the clubhouse at
Greystone Condominiums. Address: 995 Greystone Drive, Biloxi, MS 39532
There will be light refreshments. Please bring a card to shower her with your
love. Any questions contact Lisa Lander

REBEKAH’S HOUSE NEWS
Rebekah's House, the effort to house homeless families in a home setting, has had wonderful
news! They now have a case manager who is willing to live in the home and help the families
find work, get to school, find medical help, etc.! They have waited almost two years to be able
to open the home again. The board would really like to have some more members to help
with making decisions for this effort. They meet on Tuesday nights only once a month. Please
consider being a part of this most-needed ministry to bless the homeless and afraid. Contact
Pastor Barb Hunter at 228-864-1785 for more information. Please consider serving on the
board once a month.
• For those of you who keep up with Pastor Kelly, she has a new address: Pastor Kelly
Pensinger, 408 Hardy Road, Newport, NC 28570.
•
• A Military burial will take place for Kerry Bartels on June 10th at 10am, and
the procession to the National Cemetery begins at 9:30am. If you would like to process
to Biloxi National Cemetery, please meet at Bradford O’Keefe, next to Bethel at 9:15.
Followed by interment and graveside services with military honors.

WORSHIP COMMITTEE NEWS

The Worship Committee met on May 18 at 10:00 a.m. Members present were: Pastor Pat Thompson,
Stanley Hastings, and Jessie Stever.
The June calendar was discussed. Stanley has scheduled Hudson Riley as guest soloist on June 5,
Pentecost; Father’s Day will be acknowledged on June 19.

FAVORITE HYMNS Do you have a favorite hymn that you would like to hear as we gather to
worship? If so, you may simply complete a “favorite hymn sheet” found on the table between the
double doors as you enter sanctuary. Please a form and place it in the offering plate or give it to
Stanley who will compile the hymns and use them during our worship services.
CHOIR A choir is certainly missed in our worship services. A choir director and members of a choir
are certainly needed. If you are interested in participating in our music program in any capacity,
please speak to Stanley or Pastor.
The next meeting will be held on June 15 at 10.00 a.m.

WORSHIPING IN JUNE
Pentecost
June 5
The season of Pentecost begins seven weeks after Easter and marks the occasion
when Christ's disciples were visited by the Holy Spirit.

The Coming of the Holy Spirit
“When the day of the Pentecost had come, they were all together in one
place. And suddenly from the heaven there came a sound like the rush of
a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.
Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested
on Each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began
to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. When they
heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each
one heard them speaking in his own language… Then how is it that each
of us hears them in his own native language? ...Amazed and perplexed,
they asked one another, "What does this mean?" Acts 2:1-4, 6, 12
The liturgical color for the Day of Pentecost is Red. The color of fire is used
on this day when we remember the tongues of fire that descended on the
crowd in Jerusalem. To celebrate Pentecost,
Start looking for something red to wear (a shirt, blouse, tie, jewelry, etc.)

The Season after Pentecost begins on June 6 and lasts from the day after
Pentecost to the day before Advent. For other Sundays after Pentecost,
Green is used to indicate our growth in faith as we follow the teachings
and ministry of Christ.
In most churches, the decorations are green to symbolize the growth and life of the Church. Green
is the color for the Season after the Epiphany and the Season after Pentecost. These two seasons
are also called ‘Ordinary Time’ because the Sundays have no names, just ordinal numbers. (the
fourth Sunday after Pentecost, the fifth Sunday after Pentecost, and so on.)
June 12

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

In the Christian religion, the Trinity is an idea used to explain that three different persons are
called God: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit (who is sometimes
called the Holy Ghost). Trinity states that these three all form the same God.

JUNE 11

SAINT BARNABAS, THE APOSTLE

Saint Barnabas of the first century, born Joseph, was an Early Christian convert, one of the
earliest Christian disciples in Jerusalem. Termed an apostle, he and Saint Paul undertook
missionary journeys together and defended Gentile converts against the demands of stricter
church leaders.
St. Barnabas is one of the first teachers of the church at Antioch (Acts 13:1). Like all the apostles,
Barnabas was Jewish, a Levite (one of the twelve Israelite tribes, which was assigned the task of
serving in the Jewish Temple).

June 24

JOHN, THE BAPTIST

The Nativity of John the Baptist on June 24 comes three months after the celebration on March 25
of the Annunciation, when the angel Gabriel told Mary that her cousin Elizabeth was in her sixth
month of pregnancy, and six months before the Christmas celebration of the birth of Jesus. The
purpose of these festivals is not to celebrate the exact dates of these events, but simply to
commemorate them in an interlinking way. The Nativity of John the Baptist anticipates the feast
of Christmas. The Nativity of John the Baptist is one of the oldest festivals of the Christian church.
Other days associated with John the Baptist on our calendar are: The Martyrdom of St. John the
Baptist (August 29) and, of course, he is prominent on Epiphany because it is John who baptizes
Jesus.
June 25

PRESENTATION OF THE AUGSBERG CONFESSION

The priority of the Evangelicals at the Diet of Augsburg was to make a clear witness of Christ by
proclaiming the gospel faithfully. They insisted that the gospel is the radical good news of God’s
grace and love manifest particularly in Jesus Christ. Having been renewed and strengthened by the
Spirit through Luther’s bold proclamation of the gospel, they eagerly sought to share and defend it
against teachings or practices of the church that they considered to be compromises of the gospel.
They especially focused on the doctrine of justification by grace through faith for the sake of Christ
and apart from works because they were convinced it was a faithful exposition and witness of God’s
good news. Most importantly, therefore, the commemoration of the Augsburg Confession reminds
evangelical Lutheran Christians of their ultimate calling—namely, to be Christ’s witnesses.
June 29

ST. PETER AND ST. PAUL, APOSTLES

The Confession of Peter ("Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God") is commemorated on
January 18, and the Conversion of Paul (on the approach to Damascus) a week later on January
25. On 29 June we commemorate the martyrdoms of both apostles. The date is the anniversary
of a day around 258, under the Valerian persecution, when what were believed to be the remains
of the two apostles were both moved temporarily to prevent them from falling into the hands of
the persecutors.
We ask you to remember our worship life at Bethel in your prayers as we are moving forward in
the 57th year of serving our Lord.

The Worship Committee

The

Ministry of Education

Often, when natural disasters
strike or when war drives families
from their homes, our hearts ache
with compassion, but we don’t
know how to help. Making
Lutheran World Relief Kits is a simple, fun and tangible way to offer comfort to
those suffering and express love to our neighbors in need.
LWR Kits are specifically designed to help people coping with poverty, disaster,
conflict and more. Whether a kit helps someone to maintain good hygiene, care
well for a newborn baby, keep education going during a crisis or learn a new
vocation, LWR Kits provide dignity and hope in the direst situations. School Kits
equip children with the supplies they need to keep learning even in a crisis.
Education is one of the strongest tools a community has for breaking the cycle of
poverty. Ensuring that girls attend school, especially in places where their access
is deprioritized, has even stronger results. Lutheran World Relief School Kits
contain essential supplies to help children — and in some cases, adults —
continue learning in the face of serious obstacles. That learning leads to a better
life for them, their families and their communities.
The “School Supply Tree” will be in the narthex beginning in July. Please take
the tags off of the tree and buy the items and return them to church. Any school
supplies not packed in school bags for Lutheran World Relief will be donated to a
local school so feel free to buy any items you think a student or teacher could
use in the classroom.
Thank you in advance for your support of help for furthering the ministry of
education!

For your private study at home
SUNDAY, June 5, 2022, Day of Pentecost
Readings

Acts 2:1-21, Psalm 104:24-34, 35b, Romans 8:14-17, John 14:8-17 [25-27]
Prayer of the Day: God our creator, the resurrection of your Son offers life to all the
peoples of earth. By your Holy Spirit, kindle in us the fire of your love, empowering our
lives for service and our tongues for praise, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen
SUNDAY, June 12, 2022 Holy Trinity
Readings

Acts 9:36-43, Psalm 23, Revelation 7:9-17, John 10:22-30
Prayer of the Day

O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great shepherd of
the sheep. By the blood of your eternal covenant, make us complete in everything good that
we may do your will, and work among us all that is well-pleasing in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
SUNDAY, 19, 2022 2nd Sunday of Pentecost
Readings

Isaiah 65:1-9, Psalm 22:19-28, Galatians 3:23-29, Luke 8:26-39
Prayer of the Day

O Lord God, we bring before you the cries of a sorrowing world. In your mercy set us free
from the chains that bind us, and defend us from everything that is evil, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
SUNDAY, June 26, 2022 3rd Sunday of Pentecost

Readings
1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21, Psalm 16, Galatians 5:1, 13-25, Luke 9:51-62
Prayer of the Day
Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and you favor us with true
freedom. Keep us faithful to the ways of your Son, that, leaving behind all that hinders us,
we may steadfastly follow your paths, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

PROPERTY REPORT

The drinking fountains have both been removed and discarded. They have been replaced with a
bottled water dispenser. It currently dispenses cold water and should we find it necessary; it
can also dispense hot water. This has affected the water supply to the coffee machine. There is
a plumbing and electrical situation to resolve, but the goal is to reestablish the water supply as
soon as possible.

Other projects completed this month include:
-Painting the parking stops in the front parking lot
-Trimming the tree in front
-Relocate the shovel display case to a safer location
-Placing a sharps container in the handicapped bathroom; thanks to a
donation by Lisa Ladner
-Replace the light fixture in the rear hallway with a led light fixture
The men’s workday this month saw the ceiling tiles in the sanctuary that were stained or
missing replaced with fresh clean ones. A big thanks is owed to all the members of the property
committee for climbing a 20 foot ladder and custom fabricating almost every replacement tile:
Rick Stickler, Wes Cole, Gil Picard and Larry Baker.

Larry Baker- Property

MEN’S GROUP

The Bethel Men’s group met at Larry Baker’s house. We discussed plans for
possible fundraisers to be held in the coming year. These would take the form of
dinners and various fun/game nights to be held at church. We also discussed
activities that the men’s group could do for our sanity/entertainment, such as; minigolf, ziplining and dining out together. This past Mother’s Day the men donated
the altar flowers which were then handed out to all the mothers of the church after
service. The men would like to thank the ladies of the church for the cake and
coffee and fellowship we all enjoyed on Mother’s Day.
CHURCH COUNCIL NEWS

Hello from your church council president
Summer is right around the corner. Family trip and memories to be made please don’t forget to come
to church. It has been nice to come for join my church family and to help heal my soul with pastor’s
sermons. Getting back to sitting and catching up afterwards has been great. Lots of busy bees have
been busy working around the church have you noticed? Have you
stepped out of your box? There are many committees to join and help
out two people are better than a lonely one carrying a big load. We
have been having some hot weather lately please drink water it will
help your body and soul.
Peace & Love
Lisa Ladner

EDUCATION COMMITTEE

Adult Sunday School has ended for the summer break. We will resume in August with varied studies
that should interest the soul. If you have any special books, lessons, or would like to lead the class,
we would love to hear from you. Enjoy your hot summer months and curl up with the Good
Book! We do not have a set date for Vacation Bible School yet. We will either host or join another
group that may need our able hands. We will keep you posted of any upcoming events.

Ursula Cole, Education Department

We pray for all those who are sick or in need. That you may lift up the lonely and disheartened.
For all our local and world leaders that they may be guided in peaceful decisions for their people.
We pray for those who are near us:
Karen H, Kristen V, Pastor Pat, Patti T, Joan, Marie M, Dorothy F, Ben L and Kyle T.

BETHEL WOMEN’S NEWS
Bible Study was held on May 11, with 5
attending. Thank you to Marie for the
wonderful refreshments and to Mary for
leading the devotion “Across the
Generations”. We talked about the connections and influences of
multi generations on each one of us.
The next Bible Study is June 9th, at 2p.m., at Bethel. This
begins a 3-month series called “Crafted in Christ: A Summer of
Rest and Renewal”, that uses the concept of quilting to explore

rest, renewal, and Christian community. Cynthia is the hostess
and Judy is study leader.
On April 23, Bethel hosted the Gulf Coast Cluster Meeting, with
17 in attendance. Pastor Barb led the Worship Service and was
the Keynote Speaker on KAIROS, a support group for women who
have incarcerated relatives. A love offering of almost $600 was
collected for this project. Mary provided a program of exercises
to prevent falls. Judy provided a spoon craft related to the key
bible verse,11Peter 5:10. People took home a dryer ball for
exercise and a decorated red spoon. Ingrid from Grace Lutheran
provided the music. Betty was thanked for her service as Memberat-Large. Mary was elected to serve as the next Member-at-Large.
Thank you to all who provided a delicious salad luncheon.
Thank you to Judy and Marie for the Mother’s Day refreshments.
Dot won the gift certificate for the oldest mother present and
Audrey for the mother of the youngest child present.
The Father’s Day Ice Cream Social is tentatively on June 20th,
depending on the status of Covid.
The Busy Bee Quilters will be sewing at their own homes during
June.

Judy, Mary, Betty and Marie
GREETINGS FROM THE CHURCH SECRETARY

Sometimes, I have a hard time believing how blessed I am. I have a
wonderful home, a wonderful son who has overcome so many odds,
a wonderful job, decent health, and
awesome friends. I know all these
things are God’s gifts and He takes
care of me every day. Thank you, God.
Thank you, Bethel for being on my list of special
friends.
I am in the office Monday – Thursday, 9am-1pm

Paula

JUNE BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Dear Lord, may each new year bring new
opportunities to know him more, to walk in faith, and grow by his grace. Amen

5TH Marie More
15th Kalel Meuse
16th Jane Oberg
24th Paula Wilson
26th Dan Johnson
27th Sharon Barnes
30th Sarah Koehn

ANNIVERSARIES

BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS

?

Betty Wilson
Colby Clark
Sarah Koehn
Carol Cheatham
Brice Pietz

9th
Paula and Tracy
Wilson

Flowers in June

If you would like to sponsor flowers for Sunday’s service you can call Rose’s Florist (228) 3857673, to order and pay their shop or choose any florist of your choice. Please sign the flower
calendar in the nathex. You may also sign up for Candles for a loved one or special occasion.

A

June Council Person
Karen Holmes
Altar Care
Kris Schwartz
Tellers
Ursula Cole

SANCTUARY CANDLES
06/05
06/12
06/19
06/26

June Yard Maintenance
Mary Baker and
Men’s group

JUNE WEEKLY HELPERS
If you are scheduled to serve during worship (acolytes,
ushers, lector, assisting minister, etc.) please be sure
that you are there that day. If you cannot be there on
your scheduled day, please find a replacement.

Asst. Ministers

Lectors

Ushers

6/5

Rick Stickler

Dot Lichtenberg

Sharon Barnes
Glenda Rogers,
Larry Baker

6/12

Kristin Greger

Phillip Peleaz

Wes Cole
Gil Picard
Rick Strickler

Judy Monto

Sharon Barnes
Betty Wilson
Wes Cole

Karen Holmes Front: Judy Monto
Back: Rev. Larry
Koehn and Sarah

Wes Cole

Larry Baker
Mary Baker
Gil Picard

Karen Holmes Front: Jessie Stever
Back: Ursula Cole

6/19 Dot Lichtenberg

6/26

Judy Monto

Acolytes

Greeters

Karen Holmes Front: Sue French
Back: Rev. Larry Koehn
and Sarah
Karen Holmes Front: Sharon Barnes
Back: Jessie Stever

D-Day: A bright and shining moment for liberal democracy Seventy years ago on 6 June 1944,
the Western allies launched the Great Crusade across the English Channel on to the beaches of
Normandy to free Europe from what Churchill called the ‘new Dark Age’ of Nazism. Codenamed Overlord, the assault was, and remains, the greatest amphibious operation in the history of
modern arms. As the US-led Allies stormed Hitler’s Festung Europa to free all those under the
shadow of the swastika, the day became a bright and shining moment for all that’s noble in modern
liberal democracy. Indeed, there has seldom been a date with greater moral clarity in the history of
humanity at war than 6 June 1944.
Flag Day: The Red, White and Blue: Red symbolizes hardiness and valor, white symbolizes purity and
innocence and blue represents vigilance, perseverance and justice. Flag Day takes place every year
on June 14, as a way for people to commemorate the American flag, a symbol of freedom and
independence. The holiday isn't too widely celebrated. Because of that, many Americans may pass
by Flag Day without even realizing they've missed an important holiday for the American
tradition. Flag Day became an official holiday, in 1916. The best way to celebrate Flag Day is a nobrainer. Wave your flags high and proud. You can do this by putting an American flag outside of your
home or office.
(over)

Juneteenth National Independence Day and also known as Jubilee Day, Emancipation
Day,[Freedom Day, and Black Independence Day is a federal holiday in the United
States commemorating the emancipation of enslaved African-Americans. It is also often observed for
celebrating African-American culture.[6] Originating in Galveston, Texas, it has been celebrated
annually on June 19 in various parts of the United States since 1865. The day was recognized as a
federal holiday on June 17, 2021, when President Joe Biden signed the Juneteenth National
Independence Day Act into law. Juneteenth's commemoration is on the anniversary date of the June
19, 1865, announcement of General Order No. 3 by Union Army general Gordon Granger,
proclaiming freedom for enslaved people in Texas, which was the last state of the Confederacy with
institutional slavery.

Fathers Day : Today, the day honoring fathers is celebrated in the United States on the
third Sunday of June. In other countries–especially in Europe and Latin America–fathers
are honored on St. Joseph’s Day, a traditional Catholic holiday that falls on March 19.
Many men, however, continued to disdain the day. As one historian writes, they “scoffed at
the holiday’s sentimental attempts to domesticate manliness with flowers and gift -giving.
Summer solstice: The first day of summer and the longest day of the year. Each day
becomes shorter after this day The summer solstice, also known as estival solstice or
midsummer, occurs when one of Earth's poles has its maximum tilt toward the Sun. It happens twice
yearly, once in each hemisphere (Northern and Southern). For that hemisphere, the summer solstice
is when the Sun reaches its highest position in the sky (for areas outside of the tropics)

